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Green InfrastructureGreen Infrastructure

Parks, trees, and bioswales maximize habitat for wildlife, recreational access, and community livability. Recreational 
space is linked to reduced crime rates and increased social capital. 

ADDITIONAL WILDLIFE HABITAT AND RECREATIONAL SPACE

Green infrastructure vegetative techniques absorb certain pollutants from the air and can slow the temperature-dependent
reaction that forms smog. General greenness is associated with increased physical activity, a more positive outlook, and 
increased focus and social interaction. 

IMPROVED AIR QUALITY AND HUMAN HEALTH

Carbon dioxide is generated when fossil fuels are burned to generate electricity. Green infrastructure techniques sequester 
carbon, reducing the amount of CO2 in the atmosphere and mitigating the greenhouse gas effect.  

CARBON DIOXIDE SEQUESTRATION 

Using retention capabilities, green infrastructure limits the frequency of sewer overflow events and polluting discharges 
into waterways. 

IMPROVED WATER QUALITY

When the volume of runoff entering our sewer systems is reduced, stormwater pollutants are reduced as well. Green 
infrastructure techniques infiltrate runoff close to its source and help prevent pollutants from being transported to 
surface waters.

STORMWATER POLLUTANT REDUCTIONS
no dumping

By increasing pervious ground cover, stormwater infiltration rates increase, reducing the volume of runoff entering our 
combined or separate sewer systems.

REDUCED FLOODING

Urban heat islands are formed when natural land cover is replaced with pavement and buildings that absorb and retain
heat. Strategic placement of treesand vegetation increases natural cooling effects. 

URBAN HEAT ISLAND MITIGATION 


